How do citizens participate in the government?

	Autocratic/
Autocracy
	Oligarchic/
Oligarchy
	Democratic/
Democracy

	Definition
Rule by one
	Definition
Rule by the few
	Definition
Rule by all/many

	Characteristics:
· One person (ex. King, Emperor, Czar) possesses unlimited power

· The citizen has limited, if any, role in government
· Ruler gets power through inheritance or ruthless use of military & police power

	Characteristics:
· A small group exercises control, especially for corrupt and selfish purposes

· The citizen has a very limited role

· The ruling group gets its power from military power, wealth, religion or a combination.

· Political disagreement is usually suppressed (sometimes violently)


	Characteristics:
· Citizens vote on government representatives & on specific issues

· People have the most power


	Examples 

· Totalitarianism & Dictatorships- Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin, Sudan

· Absolute Monarchy – King of Saudi Arabia


	Examples 

· Theocracy (Iran) - a government run by religious authority

· Communism (China) - NO private ownership of property 


	Examples 

· Republic – (U.S., India, Kenya, South Africa) the people elect representatives, not the people themselves, to govern and make laws
· Constitutional Monarchy – (Japan) monarch must follow the laws of the constitution

· monarch is usually a figure-head, the real power rests with the legislature (Parliament/Congress)
who is elected by the citizens
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Types of Democratic Gov’ts
	Presidential Democracy 
	Parliamentary Democracy

	Definition

· Executive branch is independent from the legislature

· Head of the executive branch (president) elected by              citizens,  not the                       legislature

	Definition

· executive branch is dependent on legislative branch 

· Head of executive branch (Prime Minister) elected by the legislature, not the citizens


	Characteristics:
· Different branches of government (executive, legislative, judicial) are equal in power
	Characteristics:

· NO clear separation of powers between the executive and legislative branches 

· Legislature makes most decisions


	Examples 

U.S.
	Examples 

Israel, India, Japan, Kenya, South Africa
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