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Course Description:
Seventh grade is the second year of a two year World Area Studies course. Seventh grade students study Africa and Asia. The goal of this two year course is to acquaint middle school students with the world in which they live.  We will cover all topics which are required under the Georgia Performance Standards and the recently-implemented Common Core Standards for Literacy.  We will use a variety of instructional and assessment tools both inside and outside the classroom.  Students are expected to participate during discussions and instructional times because a large portion of their understanding of the course content will come from these activities.  If a student remains attentive and respectful during the class, he or she will have no problem excelling in this course.
Required Materials:
· Composition book (remains in the class)

· 3 ring binder with dividers

· Loose leaf notebook paper

· Blue or black ink pens

· #2 Pencils (mechanical preferred)
· Personal hand held pencil sharpener (that catches shavings)

· Pack of colored pencils

· (2) 2 pocket folders

· Hi-lighter
Late Work & Make-Up Policy
Should a student miss a class period, it is their responsibility to obtain assignments & notes when they return to school from the teacher blog and/or the teacher. It is important for each student to complete the assignments given and make appointments to make up any test or quizzes they missed. 

Semester Grading Policy:

	40%
	Assessments/Performance Tasks
	Exams and cumulative projects

	30%
	Classwork
	Standards-based activities, peer group work, and writing assignments during class time.

	20%
	Quizzes
	Formative assessments and progress checks

	10%
	Homework
	Homework 


Grading Scale:
Grading will follow the policy of the Cobb County Public District


A= 90%-100%


B= 80%-89%


C= 74%-79%

D= 70%-73%

F= 69%-0%
Class Expectations:  
Students are to come to class prepared and ready to engage in learning. At the start of each class period, students should have all necessary materials needed to complete their work. Our behavior management for our classroom is based on mutual respect among students and teachers which is supported by the CHAMP’s classroom management plan and our school’s PBIS (Positive Behavioral Intervention Strategies).

Rules for Behavior:

1. Students are required to bring all necessary material to class (i.e. pencil, paper, folder and themselves).

2.   Students will respect self, others and their property.

3.   Students will come to class on time and be ready to learn when the bell rings.

4.   Students will participate appropriately, have fun and take responsibility for their learning.
      5.   Students will follow the school wide CHAMPs behavior model.

Consequences:

1. Warning

2. Silent Lunch
3. Detention
4. Team Isolation
5. Administrative referral
*Severe violations may automatically lead to an administrative referral.
CHAMPs Expectations:

Group Work

Conversation: Voice level 1

Help: Others in group or everyone in the group raises their hand

Activity: Working together on the assigned activity

Movement: Within your group’s area
Participation: Everyone working together on the assignment

Independent Seatwork

Conversation: Voice level 0

Help: Raise your hand, move on to another part until the teacher gets there

Activity: Working on the given task

Movement: Pen or pencil moving on the paper

Participation: Full attention on the assigned task

Hallway Behavior with class

Conversation: Voice level 0

Help: Ask the nearest teacher

Activity: Moving to and from the classroom

Movement: Single file right side of the hallway

Participation: Full attention given to the teacher 

Teacher Directed Instruction

Conversation: Voice level 0

Help: Raise your hand

Activity: Varies, listening to teacher, taking notes, or other teacher directed activities

Movement: only with teacher permission

Participation: Paying attention to the teacher

Test or Quiz

Conversation: Voice level 0

Help: Raise your hand

Activity: Complete written assignment, test or quiz

Movement: only with teacher permission

Participation: Student should be working on assignment individually 

Hallway Behavior with class

Conversation: Voice level 0

Help: Ask the nearest teacher

Activity: Moving to and from the classroom

Movement: Single file right side of the hallway

Participation: Full attention given to the teacher 

Student Procedures:
Students will enter class and sharpen pencils and sit in their assigned seat immediately. Students are to begin the warm up activity upon taking their seat. 
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