Latin American History Study Guide

Ancient Civilizations – Important People (who were they & what did they do):
Hernan Cortes –  Spanish conquistador who conquered the Aztec civilization
Montezuma – Aztec leader who allowed Cortes into his empire- thought he was a god coming to seek revenge.  Was murdered by the Spanish

Francisco Pizarro – Spanish conquistador who conquered the Inca civilization

Atahualpa – Inca leader who was deceived by Pizarro- captured and then killed.

Define Vocabulary – conquistador, quipu

Conquistador: Spanish explorer/conqueror

Quipu: the set of knotted strings on which the Inca’s kept their records.  

Ancient Civilizations – Events (how did the civilizations come to an end):

Aztec – they were overtaken by disease and weapons by the Spanish

Inca – overtaken by disease and weapons by the Spanish
Why were the Spanish able to defeat both civilizations? They brought diseases, weapons and horses which  greatly helped wipe out these 2 groups of people.

Latin American Revolutionary Leaders (who were they, what country were they fighting for/against):

Touissant L’Ouverture – former slave in Haiti.  Began independence movement in 1791.  Was put in jail and died there (in France).  Haiti was the first country in Latin America to gain their independence from Spain and France.
Simon Bolivar – Wealthy Venezuelan Criollo.  Started Independence movement in 1810 in Venezuela, eventually helped free all of South America from Spanish control.
Miguel Hidalgo – Priest in Mexico.  Started independence movement in Mexico in 1810.  Was killed in 1811, but the fight continued.  1821 Mexico officially gained independence from Spain.  September 16th is known as Mexico’s Day of Independence.  “Cry of Delores” 
Triangular Trade and Columbian Exchange:

What was traded/exchanged in each?  People, plants, animals, diseases
How did these trades impact the new/old world?  Helped with better quality of life (better food and animals).  Diseases and slavery were things traded that were not so great.
What regions were involved in the trade? Eastern and Western hemisphere.  Triangular Trade: Europe, Africa, the Americas
What CULTURAL aspects were traded that are still a part of Latin America today? Ideas, language, food, animals, music, religion 

Cuban Revolution: 
Fidel Castro – Leader of the revolution.  Still in power today.
What type of government did Castro create? Communist
What country helped Castro? United States
Cuban Missile Crisis – 1962 Soviets placed long range missles in Cuba facing the US, looked like a threat of war so we placed an embargo on Cuba which is still in place today.
Define Vocabulary – communism: where one political party has complete control of all aspects of a country.
Zapatistas:
Who are they? A group of revolutionary fighters in Chiapas, Mexico.  Fighting for equality in housing, jobs, education and healthcare of indigenous groups.
What do they oppose? NAFTA, tourism, international trade
What have they done to show this disapproval? Used violence and fear to try and show their unhappiness with the circumstances in Chiapas, Mexico.
**Don’t forget that items from previous tests will be included.**

